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Radial club hand or radial dysplasia is an 
uncommon congenital anomaly. It is a longitudinal 
deficiency along the preaxial or the radial aspect 
of the upper extremity. It includes a wide 
spectrum of disorders that encompass an absent 
thumb, thumb hypoplasia, a thin first metacarpal 
and an absent radius. A 20-day-old old male child, 
a baby of Vishakha Pravin Dongare was brought to 
the out-patient department at Acharya Vinoba 
have rural hospital, Wardha, Maharashtra with 
complaints of fever for 2 days. There was a history 
of a deformed left upper limb in the form of a 
short, curved, left forearm and an absent thumb 
since birth. The movements of the left elbow were 
limited. All the distal movements including the 
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rotatory movements of the forearm and the wrist 
and the fine finger movements were not elicited. 
Only flickering movements of the fingers were 
elicited. The thumb had not developed at all. On 
clinico-radiological examination it was found that 
there was a complete deficiency of radius and the 

thumb with hyperflexion and radial side deviation 
at the wrist joint. Currently, the patient is under 
observation and will be followed up at monthly 
intervals for further evaluation and management. 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: neonate with left sided radial dysplasia and thumb hypoplasia and comparing it with the 
normal contralateral side; A) deformity of left upper limb with radial deviation and hyperflexion at 
wrist and absent thumb; B) deformity of left upper limb normal ulna; C) deformity of left upper limb 
with hyper-palmar flexion with crowding of fingers; D) comparison of the normal limb with the 
abnormal limb; E) X-ray showing deficiency of radius and thumb 

 


